
Questions?  

Call your 

Township 

If you have questions about West Nile Vi-

rus, give your Township a call at the num-

bers below: 

Brandon Township:  248-627-4918 

Groveland Township: 248-634-4152 

Rose Township: 248-634-8701 

Springfield Township: 248-846-6510 

 

You can also call Oakland County 
Health Division’s Information Hot-
line at 1-877-377-3641, or check out their 

web site at www.co.oakland.mi.us/health. 

 

 

Don’t Let  

West Nile 

Virus Bug You! 

Brandon, Groveland, 

Rose & Springfield 

Townships 

 

More ways to 

Protect Your 

Family and 

Pets 

B
r
a
n
d
o
n
, 

G
r
o
v
e
la

n
d
, 

R
o
se

 &
 S

p
r
in

g
fi

e
ld

 

T
o
w

n
sh

ip
s
 



Keep West Nile 

Virus At Bay 

Summer in Northwest Oakland County some-

times feels like being up north.  Our beautiful 

surroundings allow us to enjoy nature right in 

our own back yards.  But some members of the 

natural world make it less pleasant being outside 

– namely mosquitoes!  Lately, these creatures 

have been credited with possibly giving us more 

than just a small itchy bump.  Now that the num-

bers of mosquitoes are rising (as they do every 

year at this time), be sure you’re doing these 
things to keep West Nile Virus at bay. 

 

I. Keep your Level of Personal Pro-

tection High.  Practice these measures if 

you’re going to spend time outdoors, especially 

when you’re outside at dawn or dusk, or in 

shady areas where mosquitoes like to rest: 

 Wear light-colored, long-sleeved shirts and 

long pants. 

 Use insect repellant containing no more than 

35% DEET (N, N-diethyl-m-toluamide).  Fol-

low the directions on the package when ap-

plying.  Be sure not to use any DEET prod-

ucts on children under age 2.  For kids ages 2  

through 12, use repellants sparingly that con-

tain only 10% DEET. 

 

2.  Continue to Eliminate Mosquito 

Breeding Sites 
The mosquito that 

tends to spread 
WNV is generally 

a weak flyer and 

has a short fly 

range from its 

hatch site.  There-

fore, to reduce the 

number of mosqui-

Quick Fact: 
Mosquito larvae have an air 

tube that they hold above the 

water’s surface to breath.  If 

the water is moving, they 

can’t keep the tube above the 

surface.  Pond owners can use 

an aerating fountain or water- 
fall to keep the water moving 

toes around your yard, just eliminate the places 

where they can breed by staying on top of these ac-

tivities: 

 Keep your property free of anything that could 

hold standing water.  Something as small as a bot-

tle cap can breed mosquitoes.  Look around for 

buckets, toys, wheelbarrows, tire swings, rain 

barrels, kiddie pools, tarps, flower pots, or any-

thing else that can hold water.  Check around 

after it rains and dump out any standing water. 

 Keep your gutters clean so no water stands in the 

gutter or downspout. 

 Fix dripping outdoor faucets. 

 Change standing water such as bird baths and pet 

water bowls at least 

twice a week to 

reduce mosquito 

habitat. 

 Be sure your win-

dow and door 

screens are secure 

and free of tears. 

 

  

Protecting Your 

Pet  
You may wonder 

whether or not your 

dog or cat can become 

infected with WNV.  

Well, the answer is yes.  

They become infected 

the same way people 

do – by the bite of an infection mosquito. 

 

On rare occasions, dogs and cats have become ill 

from WNV.   Veterinarians generally treat this dis-

ease as any other viral infection.  Full recovery from 

the infection is likely, but any animal that appears ill 

should be examined by a veterinarian.  Remember 

that there is no evidence of animal to person or ani-

mal to animal transmission of this disease. 

 

 

There are commercial insect repellants available 

from pet stores specifically developed for use on 

dogs or cats.  Be sure to read the label and fol-

low the directions.  Never use a product with 

DEET on your pet.  It could cause a severe reac-

tion. 

 

How About Horses? 
Horses can contract West Nile Virus.  And just 

like people, most recover.   However, some 

have become seriously ill or have died from the 

infection in the U.S.  As any mammal, they can be 

infected by being bitten by an infected mosquito. 

A WNV vaccine has been approved for horses.  

Other typical vaccinations that horses receive 

against Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), West-

ern Equine Encephalitis (WEE), and Venezuelan 

Equine Encephalitis (VEE) will not protect your 

horse from WNV.  These diseases are caused by 

another family of 

viruses.  If you 

have a horse, be 

sure to talk with 
your vet about 

whether you 

should vaccinate 

them against 

WNV.     

 


